Dear Sol, 4/29/90 

You may not have had any experience with Radio-TV Reports in your days at DJ. 

It was begun as a commercial service and probably was alwa ys mostly that. I do not know 
the extent to which it was used by government agencies as « mans of monitoring 
what people said and believed, ^’his^ kind of monitoring is similar to what before World 
Vfar II was the function of Japanese Thought Control' Police. It obviously chills the 
First Amendment. -£ure, the agencies can and probably did hoke up their justifications, 
but this practise is nonetheless a departure from our traditional beliefs. 

I'd not thought o# R-TV R for years and a bit more that may be amusing comes to 
mind. When the CIA people went to their Washington offices, then as I recall on upper 
Wisconsin ■“■venue, one spook had an attache case attached to one wrist and another was 
along as a sort-of guard. How silly vould they get? 

I enclose a copy of a letter from a dear friend of my youth, Joe, on the chance 
•chat what he says, with which I largely agree, may interest you and as a first-person 
account of early USSR policy against anti-Semitism and pogroms. We've been friends for 
about 60 years and until this letter he never mentioned living through post-WWII pogroms. 

|nd it is true that he does not reflect being traumatized by that experience. Surprises 
me. I think I would have been. 

He is a remarkable and very decent and caring man, an authentic conservative and 
a practising Jew. a bit about him may interest you. 

Entirely by accident I seem to have unknowingly at the time influenced just aoout 
all his adult life. % a story I wrote that one of Thomas Edison s sons saw and c lied 
to the attention of a Dupont who was his friend. This Edison son~then lived in Wilmington. 

Joe's father had emigrated from Kiev before World War I to make enough to bring his 
family, the size of which I now do not remember, to the US. That war prevented this and 
the mother was left with the kids to somehow scratch out an existence and survive with 
them. Somehow she did and she got them over the border into foland, whence they made it 
to Wilington, -where the father was established as a tailor, which we'd been in Kiev. Joe 
was then about 12. -^e went to school daytime and went to what then was called "Americaniza- 
jtion School" at night. He made such fantastic progress that he was graduated from high 
school at the age this would have happened had be begun his education here in kindergarten. 

Wilmington then had only a single public high school, the original building and an 
annex, both high-ceilinged, four-storey brick buildings. The original building had a large 
auditorium with a stage that was all four-storeys high. Joe was a year ahead of me. His 
class put on a play that required a knife, as * now recall it, to fall from above and 
stick in a wooden table. Not easy to da even if there is a daredevil willing to lurk above 
|the screen and invisible until that was called for. Joe invented a device that worked. This 
imgginative concept and its execution is what Edison called to Dupont attention, with the 
recommendation that he'd make a useful employee. One of the Duponts did interview Joe and 
then made him an offer no poor immigrant boy could reject. They'd give him his education, 
if he would take the courses they recommended and at the schools of their choice, would 
pay all his expenses and give M m summer-time work if in return he'd go to work for them 
when he completed his formal education. He grabbed it! And as a resuly, those summers he 
was one of the developers of nylon. 

We often had Sunday night poker games and Joe was often thee. 1 have a clear recol- 
lection of my first knowledge of nylon. One night, during a game, Joe took from his pocket 
a piece of something that resembled tailor's chalk. He put a match to an edge and then drew 
a fine fiber from the chalk&like object. It attached itself to the match and he blew the 
match out and left the object just swing on that very thin fiber. I asked him what it was 
and he told me about it. I remember that he said it had more strength than steel, which did 
astound me. I tM nk- he went on to manage one of the earliest of the nylon plants and he 



2 


was so good at it that he becamd their trouble-shooter* They sent him all over the world 
to detect' and eliminate production problems. I remember that he and his wife spent two 
years doing this in Switzerland and they spent much time in a number of other countries, 
inclining Eastern Europe and Israel. When he returned from one such assignment a nd -^upont 
wjinted him to do wliat he did not want to do he retired and became an independent consultant 
in this field, he seems not to have accepted any more of these assignments, save one, after 
his wife died. That one was in Israel. Since then he ha^etumed to Israel several times 
a year for other reasons. ^ goes there to replace key nylon production people who then 
can meet their military obligations. These last until about 50, as I recall, and for a 
month each year. In~jS~a few days he goes there again for this purpose, he apparently is 
will off. **e pays his own expenses, lives in a hotel for a coupld of months, returns, and 
then goes back again. He's been doing this for years. He is about two years older than I am. 
hnd in perfect health, quite a vigorous man. With a fine, analytical mind. 

associates with many Arabs when he is at the nylon plant and he tells me that 
tiiese men, mature adults, do not agree with their children and are strongly opnosed to 
tHe views of their children. They never had it as good as they do as Israelis/ Israel 
educated them, gave them good jobs at good pay, and they do not have the lack of freedom 
they see in the Arab lands. While Joe may not be regarded as impartial on matters relating 
to Israel, I mow him to be a very honest man and am sure lie would not lie about this. 

About a year ago this past Xmas, when I asekd him about any dangers he faced in 
Israel, lie responded that he was safer there than in the U.S. He spends a couple of months 
the beginning of each year in Florida. I think he has a condo there, anyway, that Xmas, 
the day he got there, he drove to a gas station for gas and was shot! Sy the owner, who 
was being robbed. Fortunately, the wound was a slight one. 

I ne and x as young men had a friend who is a reform nahbi A close to where Joe's 
place is. The rabbi has a son who is a lawyer and is handling Joe's case. If it has been 
decided, he 's not told me. The son, like the father, is a traditional liberal, ^e was 
one of the first there to handle abortion cases for women and ±S a leacf'xn abortion 
and other women's rights. I know he handled a case against Falwell. n e is now running 
in a reactionary constituency for the state legislature. 

j I apprently misunde stood slfeme'Thing he'd written and cited the Mayer book in 
support of what I'd said, that when he was in the IfckjR as a boy anti-Semitism was not 
Policy. Joe is as anti-Soviet as anyone I've known. But he's f inally come around to 
supporting Gorbachev. 

ihe theory of Mayer's book, which is a fine and dependable one in all other re- 
spects, from what I've head, is that military reverses is what drove Hitler to "the 
final solution," the elimi n ation of European Jews. I do not agree with tliis and see flaws 
in. his development of substantiation for his belief. I think he began the book with this 
be.ief and then tries to support it. His case, and I'm most of the way through the book, 
rests on coincidence and ignores wliat 1 believe is relevant, including the position Hitler 
*£ays enunciated. 

Best, 




